
 

 

  
 

A ROSE DEDICATION TO HONOUR THE RATS OF TOBRUK 

Treloar Roses launch the No Surrender Rose to raise funds for the Descendants of The Rats of Tobruk Association 
Inc. 

 

Friday 17th January 2020 - Treloar Roses and the Descendants of The Rats of Tobruk Association Inc are excited to 
introduce the No Surrender Rose, to be launched on 12th April (Tobruk Sunday) at various locations around 
Australia.  

 

Gordon Wallace, one of just 37 living Rats of Tobruk veterans and patron of the Descendants of The Rats of Tobruk 
Association Inc approached Treloar Roses to name a rose in honour of the Rats of Tobruk in Australia and help 
fundraise for various projects they are undertaking. 

 

 “As a 98-year-old Tobruk veteran, I am very happy to see this rose naming come to fruition. The Descendants of 
the Rats of Tobruk Assoc Inc have great enthusiasm to help keep our memories alive, and this beautiful rose is the 
perfect way to do that” said Gordon. 

 

$2 from the sale of each rose plant will be donated to the Descendants of The Rats of Tobruk Australia Association 
Inc to help initiate a national school education program, memorials and organize the 80th Anniversary World 
Reunion of the Siege of Tobruk in April 2021.  

 

The story of these men who changed the course of World War II in denying the German Africa Corps access to 
the Suez Canal as told by the Australian War Memorial reads:  
 

 “For eight long months, surrounded by German and Italian forces, the men of the Tobruk garrison, 
withstood tank attacks, artillery barrages, and daily bombings. They endured the desert’s searing heat, the 
bitterly cold nights, and hellish dust storms. They lived in dug-outs, caves, and crevasses. 
The defenders of Tobruk did not surrender, they did not retreat. Their determination, bravery, and humour, 
combined with the aggressive tactics of their commanders, became a source of inspiration during some of 
the war’s darkest days. In so doing, they achieved lasting fame as the ‘Rats of Tobruk’.” 
(https://www.awm.gov.au/visit/exhibitions/tobruk) 

 
Treloar Roses Director, Gary Matuschka, is proud to release the No Surrender Rose to the Australian public this 
year. 

 

“It is a pleasure to support the Descendants of The Rats of Tobruk Association, especially to know there will be 
special plantings happening all around Australia, involving some of the Tobruk veterans in April this year” said Gary.      

 

The No Surrender Rose will be available late May and can be pre-ordered now through Treloar Roses or selected 
nurseries. 
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No Surrender Rose 



 

 

ABOUT TRELOAR ROSES 

Treloar Roses is Australia’s largest rose production nursery, with over one million rose plants in various stages of 
production. For over 55 years, they have been sending rose plants Australia wide during the Winter bare root 
season.  Each year they introduce to Australia the world’s finest new varieties, from the world’s best rose breeders. 
Many of these new and healthier roses can be seen in the two-acre display garden at their farm, located in 
Portland, on the beautiful south west Victorian coast. For further information visit treloarroses.com.au. 

 

ABOUT DESCENDANTS OF THE RATS OF TOBRUK AUSTRALIA ASSOCIATION INC 

The Descendants of The Rats of Tobruk Australia Association Inc is a registered association formed at the request of 
the living ‘Rats of Tobruk’ veterans. It was their idea to create an association for the descendants to keep the 
memories of the veterans alive. The association spends a lot of time researching and cataloguing soldiers 
information, helping many living veterans with various needs, including helping them to attend services and 
functions, organising commemorative events, plus many other tasks to help keep the story of the magnificent Rats 
for future generations. Photo tributes of the 14,000 veterans are currently being produced by the organisation and 
they also welcome any descendants of The Rats of Tobruk to join the association. 

 

For media enquiries, please contact:  

Descendants of The Rats of Tobruk Assoc Inc: Roger Murphy 0418759389 or 
dotrota41@gmail.com 

Treloar Roses: Lauren Mallen 03 5529 2367 or lauren@treloarroses.com.au 

 

ABOUT THE NO SURRENDER ROSE 

Rose Name:  No Surrender 

Breeder: Kordes Roses 

Category:  Floribunda Bush Rose 

Colour:   Deep red with yellow reverse 

Description:  Extremely tough and disease resistant with an almost evergreen habit.  The dark green leaves 
frame masses of nostalgic English style blooms in purple red with a gold reverse.  Growth to 1m, 
this variety is a wonderful choice for en masse plantings in parks and open spaces as well as being 
a feature for your garden.  

 Named to honour the 80th anniversary of The Siege of Tobruk in April 2021. $2 from the sale of 
each rose will be donated to the Descendants of The Rats of Tobruk Australia Association Inc.  

Size:   1m tall x 1m wide 

Released by:  Treloar Roses 

A.B.N. 77 131 725 972 

216 Princes Highway, 

Bolwarra, Victoria, 3305 

Phone: 03 55292367   

Email:  sales@treloarroses.com.au 

Website: treloarroses.com.au 

 

ORDERING: 

Treloar Roses 

Website:   www.treloarroses.com.au 

Phone:    (03) 5529 2367 

 

Descendants of The Rats of Tobruk Association Inc 

Website:   www.ratsoftobrukdescendants.org.au 

 

Selected Nurseries 

Please visit your local nursery to see if they stock the No Surrender Rose 

 

AVAILABILITY:  

Treloar Roses: Mail order Australia wide or pick-up from late May through to late August (bare root) 

Selected Nurseries:  Pick-up from early June (bare root and potted) 

http://www.treloarroses.com.au/
http://www.ratsoftobrukdescendants.org.au/

