
Annette Irish and Kim Woods Rabbidge pay tribute to a dear friend and supportive 
colleague, Kim Morris, who sadly died on Wednesday January 9, 2019, after a long 
battle with cancer. His memorial service was held in Cairns with more than 200 in 
attendance. 
 
Kim was a particularly focused and intelligent man, sharing his energy and passion for 
the causes to which he was devoted. His huge circle of friends came from all walks of 
life and he always ensured they’d be comfortable with each other. We will miss his 
irreverent quips, his sharp wit and the fascinating life stories that kept one engrossed. 
Many were lucky to have experienced Kim leading, teaching, cajoling, entertaining - 
and pushing us beyond our own boundaries.  
 
To his detriment Kim wanted to be strong for everyone. As some of us whinged about 
life, he was always optimistic, chiding and encouraging others to look on the bright 
side of life. 
 
Kim enthusiastically supported many groups: the Nursery Industry Association, 
Australian Institute of Horticulture, Queensland Horticulture Institute, Rural Training 
Council of Australia, Cairns Landscaping Industries Business cluster, Horticulture Export 
Council, the BBM Movement and of course the Horticulture Media Association. His 
focus was on horticultural education and the industry’s professional image. He was 
an outstanding teacher, writer, editor, radio presenter, designer, mediator and a 
damn good gardener.  
 
Kim brought extraordinary enthusiasm to every project in which he became involved. 
He took his skills to formidable or far flung places such as outback Australia and a 
number of Asian communities. He had a unique ability to coordinate or support those 
involved in new ventures integrating their needs and talents to ensure a successful 
outcome. His distinguished career resulted in a number of awards with both peer and 
public recognition.  
 
Kim made friends and colleagues feel good about themselves and showed 
appreciation for their special attributes.  This caring man, a cherished colleague and 
friend, will be missed by all whose lives he touched, from far and wide. 
 
Rest in peace Kim. 


