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Annual General Meeting of Horticultural Media Association Australia

AGM Minutes
November 19, 2025 at 7pm (6.30pm SA/NT, 4pm WA, 6pm QLD)

1. Welcome: President Judy Horton welcomed members to the online AGM.
2. Present (via Zoom): 22 members - see attendance list below – and one proxy from Lyn Morehen.
3. Apologies: Karen Smith, Libby Cameron, Steve McGrane, Bernard Chapman, Lyn Morehen, Neville Sloss, Jacqui Mitchell, Rodger and Gwen Elliot, Kate Downey
4. VALE members and horticultural colleagues 2024-2025: Kim Bailey, Win James, Paul Munn, Stuart Pittendrigh, Valerie Zwart, Ruth Irving, John Teulon
5. Acceptance of minutes of previous AGM (2024): Motion moved by Judy Horton and Seconded Anne Smith - Carried.
6. President’s report: (Attached as a separate report) Moved by Judy Horton seconded by Bernard Chapman - Accepted.
7. Treasurer’s report: (Attached as a separate report) Moved by Annette Irish seconded by John Colwill - Accepted.
8. Election of office bearers and committee: All positions were declared vacant and Returning Officer Anne Smith took over as Chair of the meeting for the election.
Signed Nomination Forms were received for the roles of President (Judy Horton), Vice-President (Jennifer Stackhouse), Treasurer (Annette Irish), Secretary (George Hoad). As there was only one nomination received for each of the four Executive roles all nominees were declared elected (as per HMAA Model Rules).
Five nominations were received for the six available ordinary committee positions. Motion: That Dianne Hall, Chloe Thomson, John Colwill, Ash Walker and Kate Wall be elected as ordinary committee members for 2025/26. Moved Judy Horton seconded Kim Woods Rabbidge. Carried.
The HMAA Executive Committee for 2025/26 is comprised of:
President: Judy Horton
Vice-President: Jennifer Stackhouse
Treasurer: Annette Irish
Secretary: George Hoad
Ordinary members: Dianne Hall (SA), Chloe Thomson (VIC), Kate Wall (QLD), John Colwill (WA), Ash Walker (NSW)

President Judy Horton took the chair and thanked Returning Officer Anne Smith for conducting the elections. 

9. Annual Subscription Fees
Over the past few years, the costs of running the Horticulture Media Association of Australia (HMAA) have gradually increased, with rising expenses in areas such as administration, events, and member services. To keep the Association on a strong financial footing, it’s important that we regularly review both our finances and our annual membership fees.
In line with Clause 30.4(d) of the HMAA Rules — which provides that the Annual General Meeting may determine the process for setting the amounts (if any) of the annual subscription or joining fee — this resolution asks the incoming 2025/2026 Management Committee to review the Association’s financial position and the current subscription fee structure.
The goal is to ensure HMAA remains financially sustainable while continuing to provide value, support, and professional opportunities for all members

Resolution: That, in accordance with Clause 30.4(d) of the Horticulture Media Association of Australia Rules, the 2025/2026 Management Committee to review the financial position of the Association and the annual subscription fee structure to minimise potential budget shortfalls, with recommendations to be presented at a Special Meeting to be held in February 2026.
	Motion moved by Kim Woods Rabbidge seconded by Annette Irish. Carried.
10. General Business
Changes to the running and management of Queensland Garden Show were discussed and the HMAA will seek information clarifying the situation. Greenlife QLD, the group organizing the Show, have indicated that they look forward to working with the HMAA. Members have been advised that it will go ahead in Nambour in 2026 but with a few changes.
Annette Irish and David Furness reported on recently attending a successful dinner hosted by Greenlife QLD.
11. Any other business
Members commented on the high standard of the Friday Blast and HMAA website. Toni Salter also congratulated the committee for their ongoing commitment and hard work.

12. Meeting closed at 7.35pm

Present at meeting

2025 list - Jennifer Stackhouse, Bernard Chapman, Judy Horton, George Hoad, Toni Salter, Kim Woods Rabbidge, John Colwill, Leigh Siebler, David Furnesss, Anne Smith, Annette Irish, Paul Plant, Gabrielle Stannus, Dianne Hall, Chloe Thomson, Helen Young, Ash Walker, Matt Carroll, Steve Falcioni, Kate Wall, Jacqui Mitchell, Andrea Whitely.
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