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MEDIA RELEASE 
Friday 16 October 2026
Artisans in the Gardens celebrates 25 years of Australian art and craft
More than 50 established and emerging Australian artists will bring contemporary art and craft to the Royal Botanic Garden Sydney when Artisans in the Gardens returns from Saturday 24 October to Sunday 1 November 2026.
Celebrating its 25th anniversary, the exhibition will transform Lion Gate Lodge, Victoria Lodge and the surrounding gardens with a collection spanning indoor and outdoor sculpture, ceramics, textiles, jewellery, glass, woodwork, metalwork and mixed media.
Original works will be available to purchase throughout the free exhibition, with sales supporting these talented artists and importantly raising much needed funds for the Botanic Gardens of Sydney.
This anniversary edition brings returning favourites together with new exhibitors, exploring nature, landscape and renewal through traditional craftsmanship and contemporary approaches to materials.
Curator Bronwyn Joffick said the exhibition offered visitors an opportunity to discover the different ways artists respond to the natural world.
“Renewal is a thread running through this year’s exhibition, from artists finding new possibilities in reclaimed materials to works that invite us to look differently at familiar landscapes, plants and animals.
“For our 25th anniversary, we’re bringing together returning artists whose practices have evolved alongside the exhibition and new exhibitors with fresh perspectives. There is a wonderful conversation between the works and the garden setting, whether you’re discovering a sculpture outdoors or looking closely at the detail of a ceramic or textile piece.”
Returning artists include Adam Humphreys, whose equine and figurative sculptures span wood, steel and bronze; South Coast sculptor Jen Mallinson, known for fluid organic forms inspired by coastal vegetation; ceramicist Dariya Gratte; and glass artist Nicole Ayliffe.
Among the returning and new exhibitors, Kym Brookes combines reclaimed wire and natural threads in woven wall works, while Josh Dykgraaf explores animals and their environments through photographic manipulation. Ceramicist Nic Fern’s whimsical vessels and wall works explore gender and class, and sculptors Jennyfer Stratman and Anna Dudek offer further perspectives on nature and our place within it.
Visitors will also discover large sculptures by Denese Oates, outdoor totems by Jules Irving and Susan Trimble, bird baths by Gabby Malpas and outdoor birds on sticks by Anne-Marie Wilkins. Textiles by Ngali, Rae Harvey, June Hope and TOR LABEL sit alongside jewellery, paintings and recycled wall hangings.
 'Victoria Lodge will be transformed into a treasure trove with smaller works and a selection of artworks that would make ideal gifts - with something for every budget.
Art that supports the Gardens
Since 2017, Artisans in the Gardens has raised more than $1 million to support Botanic Gardens of Sydney. Over the past two years alone, the exhibition has generated $56,495 for the Education Access Program, helping thousands of students from disadvantaged communities experience the Gardens’ education programs free of charge.
Ciara Timlin, Executive Director of Foundation & Friends of the Botanic Gardens, said ‘Artisans is a highlight in our annual calendar, show casing beautiful art and craft in the most stunning surrounds Sydney has to offer and all in support of the extraordinary work of the Botanic Gardens. 
“Buying work is a wonderful way to support Australian creativity and give back to the Gardens generosity of our artistsand visitors raises much needed funds for the Botanic Gardens of Sydney education programs, helping connect young people with nature. We are indebted to the Artisans volunteers whose commitment and passion bring this exhibition to life each year."
Visitors can explore the artists, works and stories behind the exhibition on free tours led by members of the Artisans Committee on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.
Exhibition details
Dates: Saturday 24 October–Sunday 1 November 2026
Hours: 10am–4pm daily
Venue: Lion Gate Lodge and Victoria Lodge, Royal Botanic Garden Sydney
Admission: Free; original works available to purchase
Free tours: Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays during the exhibition
More information: botanicgardens.org.au/whats-on/artisans-gardens-2026 
--- ENDS
Media enquiries
Ted Rose | Communications & Marketing Manager
Foundation & Friends of the Botanic Gardens
ted.rose@botanicgardens.nsw.gov.au
Selected artwork images are attached to the media release email. Additional high-resolution images are available on request. Interviews with Ciara Timlin, the curator or exhibiting artists can be arranged on request.
Notes for editors
Foundation & Friends of the Botanic Gardens is the not-for-profit organisation supporting Botanic Gardens of Sydney and its work in horticulture, conservation, scientific research and education.


Exhibiting artists and makers

	Artist or maker
	Practice or works

	Jason Farrow
	Sculpture

	Nic Fern
	Ceramics

	Ngali
	Textiles

	Dariya Gratte
	Ceramics

	Akie Haga
	Jewellery

	Rae Harvey
	Textiles

	Vanessa Holle
	Ceramics

	June Hope
	Textiles

	Adam Humphreys
	Large sculpture

	TOR LABEL
	Textiles

	Jules Irving
	Outdoor totems

	Birte Larsen
	Recycled wall hangings

	Michaela Laurie
	Paintings

	SMA Ceramics
	Ceramic wall hangings

	Jen Mallinson
	Large sculpture

	Gabby Malpas
	Bird baths

	Urban Fable
	Textiles

	Ashley Morgan
	Paintings

	Fiona Nelson
	Sculpture

	Denese Oates
	Large sculpture

	Serena Owen
	Ceramics

	Remy Pajaczkowski-Russell
	Ceramics

	Joanne Pascall
	Lampshades

	Zoe Alexandria
	Jewellery

	Garden Curiosities
	Ceramics

	Jennyfer Stratman
	Sculpture

	Susan Trimble
	Outdoor totems

	Anne-Marie Wilkins
	Outdoor birds on sticks

	Crackpot Studios
	Ceramics

	Nicole Ayliffe
	Glass

	Kym Brookes
	Woven wall works

	Josh Dykgraaf
	Photographic art

	Anna Dudek
	Sculpture

	Alissa Cook
	Stitched photographs

	David Cheah
	Textile art

	Shibori Textiles — Karen Davis and Pepa Martin
	Textiles
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