[image: ] Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria unveils an autumn program of nature, live music and celebrations







Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria has an autumn of nature, live music and celebrations planned allowing visitors of all ages to explore, learn and be entertained amidst the beauty of the Gardens. Highlight events include the Australian Garden 20th Anniversary, Big Bandicoot Backyard and Live at the Gardens concert live music series.
Executive Director Living Collections, Tim Sansom, said that autumn is a wonderful time of year at both Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne and Cranbourne with cooler weather and changing landscapes.
“At Melbourne Gardens, visitors can enjoy a relaxed stroll and breath of fresh air amongst the autumn leaves of Oak Lawn. At Cranbourne Gardens, Backhousia citriodora commonly known as lemon myrtle near the Lakeside Kiosk is fragrant at this time of year,” he said.
Other program highlights for the season at Melbourne Gardens include a guided tour on National Eucalypt Day and the Melbourne Friends Plant Sale where visitors can purchase plants propagated at Melbourne Gardens with guidance from volunteers at the Growing Friends.
At Cranbourne Gardens, new walking tour Flora Australis will explore the history of Australian flora, and visitors can purchase native Australian plants at the Cranbourne Friends Plant Sale.
There are free and budget-friendly events and activities for children at both Gardens, including Nature Play in April, the School Holiday Explorer Bus, and a brand-new immersive theatre show for children aged 4-10 at Cranbourne Gardens, Forest by Polyglot Theatre. 
Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria was named Time Out Magazine’s People’s Choice Top Thing to Do in Melbourne for 2025 and Cranbourne Gardens was named the 6th top must-see garden globally by the New York Times.
	
	
	



PTO for event descriptions and details
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Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne
Live at the Gardens: This open-air live concert series continues for a fourth season with artists including ARIA winning Bliss n Eso, electronic/synth-pop band Cut Copy, Marlon Williams, and the UK’s Leftfield. See below and the website for further details.
Punting on the Lake: A boat ride on Ornamental Lake propelled by a person (a punter) with a long rod that pushes against the floor of the lake. A boat can hold a maximum of 6-8 passengers.
Moonlight Cinema: Visitors can enjoy popular movies in an outdoor cinema under the stars with their own picnic or a more premium package with a bean bed.
Aboriginal Heritage Walk: Visitors will gain insight into the rich history and thriving culture of the First Peoples of Australia with a First Peoples guide at this significant cultural site for the local Kulin Nation. Topics include Aboriginal plant uses, customs, ongoing connection to Country and significant native plants within the Gardens.
Forest Therapy: Originating from Japan, Shinrin-yoku, or “forest bathing,” strengthens mental and physical wellbeing by boosting the immune system, reducing stress levels, regulating blood pressure and improving sleep quality. Participants will learn simple nature connection and sensory practices.
Harp Meditations: Harpist Michael Johnson delivers a calming and gentle solo harp concert in the Arid Garden.
Stellar Nights: A guided tour through Melbourne Observatory with a guide from the Astronomical Society of Victoria. In the 1800’s, Melbourne Observatory was a scientific institution crucial for southern hemisphere astronomy. Visitors will have the opportunity to gaze at the stars through two of its iconic telescopes.
Robin Boyd’s Neighbourhood Walking Tour: A 2.5km walking tour through South Yarra’s diverse architectural streetscape and heritage-listed residences. The tour will begin at Guilfoyle’s Volcano within Melbourne Gardens, which was co-designed by well-known Australian architect Robin Boyd.
Sonica Botanica: Stories and sounds from the Gardens by Patrick Cronin: Visitors can bring their mobile and headphones and scan the Sonica Botanica QR code to listen to six episodes that each explore a special landscape or plant collection at Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne, from the Arid Garden to Fern Gully to Long Island and more.
National Eucalypt Day: Two guided tours on National Eucalypt Day will explore the Eucalypt collection at Melbourne Gardens.
Secret Life of Birds: This guided tour will explore the birds of the Gardens including water birds nesting around Ornamental Lake. Visitors will also receive a take-home bird guide.
ClimateWatch Walk: A free guided walk where visitors can learn how climate change is affecting plants and wildlife at Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne and contribute data that will shape Australia’s response to climate change.
The Explorer Bus Melbourne: An open-air bus tour of the Gardens where the driver/guide provides commentary about the sights, stories and surroundings.
Free Guided Walk: Led by a passionate guide, visitors can discover the remarkable plant diversity of this sanctuary in the middle of bustling Melbourne.
Melbourne Friends Plant Sale: Visitors can purchase plants that have been propagated at Melbourne Gardens, with guidance from volunteers from the Growing Friends.
For the Children
Nature Play Melbourne: Children will join Learning Facilitators for free nature play experiences in The Ian Potter Foundation Children’s Garden.
School Holiday Explorer Bus: Children ride HALF PRICE on The School Holiday Explorer Bus during the school holidays.

Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne
The Australian Garden 20th Anniversary: People of all ages are invited to a weekend of festivities to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the Australian Garden, focused on people, plants, and place. This birthday weekend will include theatrical performances and live music including the Big Bandicoot Backyard, all-ages workshops, First Peoples-led workshops, interactive art installations, storytime, gardening tutorials, guided walks and talks, craft and retail, food, drink and more. 
Big Bandicoot Backyard: Families will enjoy three days of bandicoot fun at Cranbourne Gardens, celebrating its population of nationally endangered Southern Brown Bandicoots. Events and activities include bandicoot performances by award-winning theatre ensemble, Born in a Taxi, craft and science activities, a giant bandicoot sculpture created from recycled natural materials from the Gardens, and a mini urban bandicoot-safe city called Wild City by artist Kathy Holowko.
Flora Australis: This guided walking tour will explore the Gondwanan origins and evolution of Australian flora, including how plants have adapted to soil, climate and fire. It will also explore First Nations peoples’ knowledge and use of fire over 65,000 years and the impacts of European changes to the land.
Forest Therapy: Originating from Japan, Shinrin-yoku, or “forest bathing,” strengthens mental and physical wellbeing by boosting the immune system, reducing stress levels, regulating blood pressure and improving sleep quality. Participants will learn simple nature connection and sensory practices.
Gardens for Wildlife & Bandicoots: Visitors will experience a guided walk through the Australian Garden to learn about the endangered Southern Brown Bandicoots at Cranbourne Gardens in addition to plant and garden features that can support them in a suburban backyard.
Birds in the Australian Garden: Visitors will discover the wonderful world of the birds that call the Australian Garden home and may spot unique species such as the Superb Fairy-wren (Malurus cyaneus), the New Holland Honeyeater (Phylidonyris novaehollandiae) and the Willie Wagtail (Rhipidura leucophrys).
ClimateWatch Walk: A free guided walk where visitors can learn how climate change is affecting plants and wildlife at Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne and contribute data that will shape Australia’s response to climate change.
The Explorer Bus Cranbourne: An open-air bus tour of the Gardens where the driver/guide provides commentary about the sights, stories and surroundings.
Free Australian Garden Walk: Led by an experienced guide, visitors can experience through the highlights of the Australian Garden including its award-winning design, unique landscapes and flowers of the season.
Cranbourne Friends Plant Sale: Visitors can purchase plants that have been propagated at Cranbourne Gardens, with guidance from volunteers from the Growing Friends. Plants include grasses, climbers, border-plants, groundcover, bushes, trees and more.
For the Children
Forest by Polyglot Theatre: Children aged 4-10 and their families are invited to explore their connection to forests and the creatures and characters within them in this brand-new immersive show.
School Holiday Explorer Bus: Children ride HALF PRICE on The Explorer during the school holidays. 
	
	
	




Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne

Live at the Gardens
Observatory Precinct, presented by MG Live and Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria.
See website for details.
Fri 6 Mar: Marlon Williams with special guests Emma Donovan and Kee’ahn. 
Sat 7 Mar: Thelma Plum + Sons of the East with special guest Jem Cassar-Daley.
Sun 8 Mar: Leftfield with special guests Paul Mac (DJ Set) and Late Nite Tuff Guy.
Fri 13 Mar: Cut Copy with special guests Todd Terje, CC:DISCO!, Crazy P (DJ Set) and Colette. 
Sun 15 Mar: Bliss n Eso with special guests Drapht  and Horrorshow.

Punting on the Lake
Until Sun 31 May 2026
Daily, weather permitting
11am - 5pm
Bookings essential
Opposite The Terrace
Call 0481 455 410

Moonlight Cinema
Wed 3 Dec 2025 - Sun 5 Apr 2026
Daily except Mon
Gates open at 7pm, movie starts at approx. 8:45pm
Check website for ticket prices
Bookings essential
Central Lawn, enter from Domain Road Gate

Aboriginal Heritage Walk
Tue, Wed, Thu, Sat & Sun 
10.45am (1.5hrs) 
$45 Adult, $35 Conc, $22 Child 
Bookings essential 
Meet at the Visitor Centre

Forest Therapy
Sun 1, 15, 22, 29 Mar 
Sun 12, 19, 26 Apr 
Sun 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 May 
$50 
10am (2hrs) 
Bookings essential 
Meet at the Visitor Centre

Harp Meditations
Mon 16 Mar 
6:30pm (1hr) 
$25 
Bookings essential 
Meet at the Arid Garden - Enter via Tecoma Gate


Stellar Nights
Mon 2, 16, 23, 30 Mar – 8:00pm 
Mon 13, 20, 27 Apr – 7:30pm 
Mon 4, 11, 18, 25 May – 7:30pm 
2hrs 15mins 
$45 Adult, $25 Child 
Bookings essential 
Melbourne Observatory, meet on Observatory Plaza

Robin Boyd’s Neighbourhood
10:30am (2hrs) - Sat 14 Mar, Sat 11 Apr, Sat 16 May 
1:30pm (2hrs) - Sat 14 Mar, Sat 16 May 
$45 General 
$30 Student 
Bookings essential 
Meet at the Separation Tree Rest House

Sonica Botanica
Daily
Free
Best enjoyed through headphones
in Melbourne Gardens

National Eucalypt Day
Sun 22 Mar 
10am & 1pm (1.5hrs) 
Free 
Bookings essential 
Meet at the Visitor Centre

Secret Life of Birds
March: Sat 14, Wed 25 
April: Wed 8, Sat 18 
May: Wed 6, Sat 16, Sat 30
9:45am (1.5hrs) $20 Adult, $18 Conc, $15 Child Bookings essential 
Meet at the Visitor Centre

The Explorer Bus Melbourne
Daily
11am - 5pm (30mins) 
$15 Adult, $12 Conc, $10 Child 
Bookings recommended 
Meet at the Visitor Centre

ClimateWatch Walk
Sat 21 Mar 
Thu 16 Apr 
Thu 14 May 
10:45am (1.5hrs) 
Free 
Bookings essential 
Meet at the Visitor Centre

Free Guided Walk
10:30am (1.5hrs), Tue - Sun
1:30pm (1.5hrs), Sat and Sun
Free
Bookings essential
Meet at the Visitor Centre

Melbourne Friends Plant Sale
Sat 2 May, 10am – 3pm 
Sun 3 May, 10am – 3pm 
Free to enter 
Tropical Glasshouse Lawn, enter via Southern Gate

For the Children

Nature Play Melbourne
Tue 14 Apr 
Wed 15 Apr 
10am – 2pm 
Free, drop in anytime 
Meet at The Ian Potter Foundation Children’s Garden 
No booking required

School Holiday Explorer Bus Melbourne
Melbourne Fri 3 – Sun 19 Apr 
Daily 11am - 5pm (30mins) 
$15 Adult, $12 Conc, $5 Child 
Bookings recommended 
Meet at the Visitor Centre

Further information on all events at Melbourne: https://www.rbg.vic.gov.au/melbourne-gardens/whats-on-melbourne/
	
	
	




Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne



The Australian Garden 20th Anniversary
Sat 11 – Sun 12 Apr 
10am - 4pm
Free 
Check the website for timings and full program of activities.

Big Bandicoot Backyard
Fri 10 – Sun 12 Apr 
10am - 3pm 
Free 
No bookings required Ian Potter Lakeside Precinct

Forest 
by Polyglot Theatre
Sat 16 May, Sun 17 May
10:30am, 1pm and 3pm (1hr) 
$15 Adult, $5 Child
Bookings essential

Flora Australis
Sun 19 Apr 
Tue 19 May 
11am (1.5hrs) 
$15 Adult, $12 Conc, $10 Child 
Bookings essential 
Meet at the Garden Ambassador Shed near the Kiosk

Forest Therapy
Sun 15 Mar 
Sun 19 Apr 
Sun 17 May 
$40 
10am (2hrs) 
Bookings essential 
Meet at the Visitor Centre

Gardens for Wildlife & Bandicoots
March: Sat 7, Sat 21, Thu 26, Sun 29 
April: Wed 8, Thu 9, Sat 25, Wed 29 May May: Sun 3, Wed 6, Sat 23
10:30am (1.5hrs)
$15 Adult, $12 Conc,
$10 Child
$40 Family (2 Adults
& 2 Children)
Bookings essential
Meet at the Visitor Centre

Birds in the Australian Garden
March: Sat 14, Wed 18
April: Sun 12, Wed 15 
May: Sun 17 10am (1hr) 
$15 Adult, $12 Conc, $8 Child 
Bookings essential 
Meet at the Visitor Centre
ClimateWatch Walk
10:30am (1hr): Sun 8 Mar, Tue 28 Apr, Fri 29 May 
1:30pm (1hr): Sat 21 Mar, Sat 25 Apr, Sat 23 May 
Free 
Bookings essential 
Meet at the Visitor Centre

The Explorer Bus Cranbourne
Daily
Except Christmas Day
10am – 4pm (30mins)
$15 Adult, $12 Conc,
$10 Child
Bookings recommended
Meet at the Visitor Centre

Free Australian Garden Walk
Daily
11am (1.5hrs)
Free Bookings essential
Meet at the Visitor Centre

Cranbourne Friends Plant Sale
Sat 14 Mar, 10am - 4pm 
Sun 15 Mar, 10am - 4pm 
Free to enter 
Located at Australian Garden kiosk area, enter via Ian Potter Lakeside Precinct

For the Children

School Holiday Explorer Bus
Fri 3 – Sun 19 Apr 
Daily 10am – 4pm (30mins) 
$15 Adult, $12 Conc, $5 Child 
Bookings recommended 
Meet at the Visitor Centre

Further information on all events at Cranbourne: https://www.rbg.vic.gov.au/cranbourne-gardens/whats-on-cranbourne/
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Photos: 
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Media contact: 
Tanya Hendy 
Communications and Media Coordinator 
Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria 
Tanya.Hendy@rbg.vic.gov.au
0421 848 948
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