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The Florilegium Society is presenting the inaugural exhibition at the new Garden Gallery at the Royal Botanic Garden Sydney.  This stunning exhibition showcases contemporary botanical paintings by artists from The Florilegium Society at the Royal Botanic Gardens Sydney and illustrations by the Botanic Gardens of Sydney’s scientific illustrators. 

The trees painted by the Florilegium artists for the exhibition include the rare, the common and the overlooked. All are at risk from habitat loss, climate change or pathogens such as myrtle rust, the silent killer of many Australian species.

The 42 botanical paintings, the first stage of the Society’s latest project, complement the work of the research teams based at the Australian Institute of Botanical Science, especially at Australian Plantbank at the Australian Botanic Garden Mount Annan and at the Research Centre for Ecosystem Resilience (ReCER) at the Royal Botanic Garden Sydney. Scientific toolkits are evolving.  One approach is to build reserves of at-risk wild species in seed banks and botanic gardens and explore tissue-culture techniques to conserve sub-tropical and tropical species for the future. At ReCER a technologically advanced large-scale genomic approach is utilised to help guide the restoration and conservation of resilient ecosystems. This is vital research with practical outcomes for our endangered rainforests.

The exhibition also includes a focus on botanical illustration at the National Herbarium of New South Wales as well as some of the original exquisite early twentieth century illustrations of rainforest species by Margaret Flockton, the first botanical illustrator employed at a botanic garden in Australia. 

Information about the Society and the Exhibition can be viewed online at https://www.botanicgardens.org.au/our-science/our-collections/botanical-illustration/florilegium-society-royal-botanic-gardens-inc
  
For further information contact Beverly Allen at beverly@beverlyallen.com.au
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